
 1 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH CONFIRMATION MINISTRY   

HANDBOOK 

 
The Spiritual Journey 
Confirmation is the start of one’s Spiritual Journey.  It is more about getting started than it is about 
getting finished.  Adolescents have this opportunity to begin to explore their own faith, rather than being 
directed to attend specific classes on a specific schedule to fulfill an obligation.  This is the opportunity 
to learn, explore, and develop a new, personal, Faith Journey, which began at our baptism.  We will 
learn and grow as we study God’s Word while we serve, share, pray and worship together.  We will do 
this through a series of large group learning events, small group sharing and serving times, and an off-
site retreat.  Our primary goal is to develop a caring, learning, serving community that meets us where 
ever we are on the Journey and moves us joyfully onward toward the day when we will stand and 
profess our own faith. 
 
 
Confirmation I & II Coordinators:  
Nancy Hickman: 896-0236 | jncarter1@yahoo.com 
Vicki Lemke: 549-4983 | rickvickil@wi.rr.com 
 
Youth Minister: Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman 
547-8518 | Cell: 253-278-9876 | elisabeth@ascensiononline.org 
 
Lead Pastor: Frank Janzow 
547-8518 | pastorfrank@ascensiononline.org 
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Confirmation I & II Expectations 

 
• Parents & Confirmands –  

 
o The Home Huddle – We believe that faith is formed in relationships.  We best learn about 

the God who loves us through our relationships with others who, like God, love us and 
care about us.  This is why it is crucial for you as a family to participate together.  We are 
going to ask you to participate together in the at home part of this Faith Journey through 
home huddles.  In 10 minutes each night you should travel together through the ups and 
downs of life and share and grow together.  The format for this is a simple family 
meeting where you:   

� Share highs and lows 
� Read The Verse 
� Talk about both 
� Pray about both 

 
• Confirmands – The Ascension Confirmation Program consists of four critical components: 

o Worship Services – God wishes for us to Worship, so this is an obvious topic for any new 
Confirmand!   

 
o Big Group Events – Confirmands are migrating between adolescence and adulthood.  As 

such, some basic tutelage is still appropriate to teach the Word of God.  Every first and 
third Thursday will include a Big Event at the Church.  The Big Events will consist of a 
short bonding opportunity for all Confirmands (usually a game); a brief lecture on a 
major topic theme from the year’s lesson plan; a brief, private meeting of each PAL 
Group; and end with a prayer.  Big Events will meet in the Discovery Hall from 6:45-
8:15 pm.   

 
o Small Group Service Projects – Service to Christ is predicated on service to each other.  

Every second Thursday the individual PAL Groups will get together to conduct a small 
service project.  Each family will choose and lead one service project during the year 
for their confirmand’s PAL group. In the past, groups have done everything from raking 
leaves or baking cookies for shut-ins, to helping restock the local food pantry. Your 
confirmand’s PAL will have a list of community resources for planning a project. 
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o Worship Service – In addition to service to Christ, service to each other, Confirmands 

should plan to also provide service to the Church.  Each Confirmand should try all of the 
following ways to be involved in serving during Worship:  

� Communion Assistant 
� Greeter 
� Acolyte (Lighter of Candles) 
� Reader 
� Usher 

Additionally, there are other opportunities to serve in ongoing ways (also see page 4):  
� Sunday School Aide 
� Alter Guild helper 
� Puppets of Praise team member 
� Nursery Assistant 

 
• PAL Leaders – PAL’s are “Personal Adult Leaders” who facilitate a small group of 5-8 

confirmands during the year for Big Group Events and Service Projects. PAL leaders love God, 
care for the youth in their small group, and act as role models in the faith formation process. 
PALs also support the Ascension Staff, as they teach the Confirmation Curriculum at the Big 
Group Events. 

 
Calendar 
 

September 
9/17 Enrollment Meeting 
9/24  PAL Training 

December 
12/3 Big Event 
12/10 Small Group Service 
12/17 Big Event 
12/24 Holiday 
12/31 Holiday 

March 
3/4 Big Event 
3/11 Small Group Service 
3/18 Big Event 
3/25 Leadership Huddle 

October 
10/1  Big Event 
10/8  Small Group Service 
10/15  Big Event 
10/22 Leadership Huddle 
10/29 No School No Mtg 

January 
1/7 Big Event 
1/14 Small Group Service 
1/21 Big Event 
1/28 Leadership Huddle 

April 
4/1 Big Event 
4/8 No School No Mtg 
4/15 Big Event 
4/22 Small Group Service 
4/29 Leadership Huddle 

November 
11/5 Big Event 
11/12 Small Group Service 
11/19 Big Event 
11/26 Holiday    

February 
2/4 Big Event 
2/11 Small Group Service 
2/18 Big Event 
2/19-20 Lutherdale Retreat 
2/25 No School No Mtg 

May 
5/6 Big Event 
5/13 Big Event Celebration 

 

Camp Lutherdale Winter Retreat 
All Confirmands are expected to attend the Winter Retreat at Camp Lutherdale on February 19-20, 
2010.  Costs for this Camp can be offset by funds raised during our annual fall fund-raiser.  All funds 
raised will be placed in each individual child’s “account” to offset your own costs. 
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Worship Assistance Opportunities 
 

Greeter - The confirmand and their family can sign up to be greeters at various times of the year. As 
greeters, you are responsible for arriving at church 15 minutes before the service to welcome all to 
Ascension.  
 
Usher/Light candles - The confirmand can sign up individually or as a family to carry out the 
responsibilities of handing out bulletins, gathering offerings, ushering people to communion and any 
other duties necessary. Please arrive 15 minutes before service to receive instructions from the lay 
service leader.  
 
Communion Assistant - You can sign up to be a communion assistant where you will help serve the 
bread and share the words, “The body of Christ given for you” with fellow congregational participants.  
 
Reader - For confirmands who feel comfortable reading in front of people, you can sign up to read 
lessons on certain Sundays during the year. A person interested in being a reader must be able to read 
well and speak clearly. 
 
Puppeteer - Like to act without being seen? Then we need you to help make our Ascension puppets 
come alive and proclaim the message of the day to both young and old alike. Must be available for 
practice times throughout the year.  
 
Nursery Assistant - Ascension’s nursery is available at both Sunday services (9am & 10:45am) and on 
Monday night Worship Café (7pm). Responsibilities would include arriving 15 minutes before the 
service to greet children and their parents and receive instructions on the care of the child(ren).  
 
Special Music - If you have musical talent either as a musician or vocalist, you may provide a solo or 
other music at a worship service throughout the year. We will occasionally schedule you into our 
worship service to provide special music.  

 
* Assistance at the 10:45am Celebration service is on a first come basis where you can volunteer for any 
particular date and task of your choosing. Sign ups are available during the service or in the Narthex when 
services are not in progress.  
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ASCENSION CONFIRMATION COVENANT 
 
 
AS YOUR PASTORS AND DIRECTORS OF CONFIRMATION WE WILL: 
• love and encourage you, care for you, and support you and your families; 

• meet with you and your family prior to the beginning of Confirmation; 
• provide enriching instruction in the Confirmation program for your spiritual growth; 

• be available to you for counseling, special needs and guidance; 

• lead you and your families in regular worship every Sunday; 

• conduct the Rite of Confirmation for you when you have satisfactorily completed the 
Confirmation program at Ascension. 

 
 
Pastor       Date      

 
                                                                             
AS A CONFIRMATION STUDENT, I WILL: 
 
• seek to grow in relationship to God and my church 

• participate regularly in Home Huddles with my family 

• be responsible for being on time and keeping up with the calendar 

• worship weekly at one of Ascension’s scheduled worship services 

• attend True Blue events and servant projects and all Confirmation III retreats. 
 
 
Student______________________________________Date________________________ 
 
 
 
AS A FAMILY, WE WILL: 
• seek to grow in relationship with God and our church 

• participate regularly in Home Huddles with our family 

• pray regularly for our confirmation student 

• worship weekly at one of Ascension’s scheduled worship services 

• assist in the responsibility of our confirmand being on time and keeping up with the calendar 

• serve as a parent volunteer to organize, chaperone, or assist in at least one of the Confirmation 
III programs. 

• help our confirmand to plan and carry out a service project for/with their small group 
  
 
Parent(s)_______________________________________Date__________________________   
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ASCENSION CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
 
 

CONFIRMAND NAME                                
 
Birthdate / /                     Grade_______             
 
 
PARENT(S) NAME(S) __________________________________________________________                                                            
 
PRIMARY ADDRESS:            
 
                                   
 
HOME PHONE   (    )   PARENT CELL PHONE    (       )    
 
PARENT EMAIL            
 
STUDENT EMAIL             
 
I WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH WORSHIP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:  

___Greeter  ___Communion Assistant ___Light Candles 
___Usher  ___Nursery Assistant  ___Reader 
___Special Music ___Puppeteer 

 
MY SON/DAUGHTER      HAS       HAS NOT BEEN BAPTIZED 
 
MY SON/DAUGHTER      HAS       HAS NOT RECEIVED FIRST COMMUNION 
 
 
In the space below, please provide any information about your child(ren) that might be helpful for 
Confirmation/PAL leaders to know:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONFIRMATION I & II REGISTRATION FEES (includes material costs) 
Single Registration $35.00 
Family Registration (two or more) $50.00 
 
 
CONFIRMATION III REGISTRATION FEES 
FALL: Single Registration $35.00 
FALL: Family Registration (two or more) $50.00 
SPRING: Confirmation Service Rental Fees (robe, flowers, photograph) $45  
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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH   
YOUTH TRANSPORTATION & TRAVEL PERMISSION SLIP 

 
Name of Participant:  _____________________________________ Age _____    D.O.B.      /    /  

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
I, _______________________________________ (parent or legal guardian) hereby give permission to 
Ascension Lutheran Church (“the Church”) to transport my child to and from Mime, Confirmation, and 
True Blue Youth Group related activities by bus or in a private vehicle driven by a volunteer over the 
age of 18 with a valid driver’s license.  I understand that the Church is not able to check the driving 
records and insurance coverage of all adult volunteers who may transport youth for such activities.  
However, I understand that the Church maintains an excess umbrella insurance policy generally 
covering the driving liability of its volunteers, as well as excess uninsured and underinsured motorist 
coverage.   
 

 

MEDICAL INFORMATION* 
I give the Church’s staff and its volunteers permission to assess any accident, illness, or injury that may 

occur to my child while participating in Mime, Confirmation, and True Blue Youth Group related 

activities.  In case of medical emergency, I understand that every effort will be made to contact the 

parent, guardian, and emergency contact person listed below.  If none of those persons can be timely 

reached, I hereby authorize the Church’s staff and volunteers to seek medical treatment for my child, 

and consent to emergency medical treatment, surgery or dental care to be given to my child only as 

considered advisable or necessary in the judgment of an emergency medical professional or attending 

physician.   

 
 
Health Insurance Company __________________________ 
Health Insurance Policy #     __________________________ 
Policy Holder   __________________________ 
Minor’s Physician   __________________________  Phone:  ________________ 
Minor’s Dentist  __________________________  Phone:  ________________ 
 
Allergies, Medical Information, or other information you want the Church to be informed of: 
(Please use next page if you need more space) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH   
YOUTH TRANSPORTATION & TRAVEL PERMISSION SLIP 

 
CONT’D 

 
 
Name of Participant:          
 
 
Contact Information for Parent/Guardian: Emergency Contact (Non-Household Member if 

you cannot be reached) 
 
Contact 1:   Name:  ______________________ Name:    __________________________ 
  Home #: ______________________ Home #: __________________________ 
  Work #: ______________________ Work #:  __________________________ 
  Cell #:   _______________________ Cell #:    __________________________ 
 
Contact 2: Name:    _______________________ 
  Home #: _______________________ 
  Work #:  _______________________ 
  Cell #:    _______________________ 
 
Signature(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
_____________________________        _________________________    Dated:  ________________ 
 
 
 
**This is NOT intended as a general medical release.  The Church and its volunteers will make all 

reasonable efforts to keep any medical information voluntarily provided by you private and 
confidential.** 


