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Ascension Confirmation III 

HANDBOOK 
The Spiritual Journey: It’s more about getting started than getting finished 
Confirmation at Ascension is a special time to continue the faith journey begun in our baptism. 
We desire to grow closer to God and find new understandings of our faith and life together. We 
will learn and grow as we study God’s Word, serve, share, pray, and worship together. We will 
do this through a series of overnight retreats, participation in 40 Days of Love small groups, 
True Blue Youth Group, participation in MIME, and writing and sharing a Faith Statement at our 
Confirmation Ceremony in May. 
 
Our primary goal is to develop a caring, learning, serving community that meets us where we 
are on the journey and moves us joyfully onward toward the day when we will stand and profess 
our own faith.  
 
 

The Home Huddle 
We believe faith is formed in relationships.  
We best learn about our God who loves us 
through our relationships with others who,  

like God, love and care for us.  
 

We ask that you participate together  
as a family in the “Home Huddle.”  

 
Take 10 minutes each evening to travel  

together through the ups and downs  
of life and grow together.  

It looks like this: 
 

• Share highs and lows  
• Talk about them 
• Pray about them 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation III Coordinator: Kay Steinmetz             
521-2135 | ksteinmetz@wi.rr.com    
 
Youth Minister: Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman 
547-8518 | Cell: 253-278-9876 | elisabeth@ascensiononline.org 
 
Lead Pastor: Frank Janzow 
547-8518 | pastorfrank@ascensiononline.org 
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Program Overview 
 
Purpose  
To establish, encourage, and strengthen a lifestyle of discipleship in the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, among the young people of Ascension Lutheran Church. 
 
Design 
Confirmation III is designed to be a bridge year. Special emphasis is given to the faith 
foundation on which each student will live out their Christian faith in high school and 
beyond. We desire to nurture each youth in their faith journey at this critical time in their 
lives, so that ultimately, they choose to remain active in growing their faith!  
 
Requirements 

1. Four Retreats: Prayer and Mission, Jesus Retreat, Other Faiths, & Faith Retreat 
2. 40 Days of Love Small Groups and True Blue: Small groups will meet beginning 

Sept. 27; True Blue fellowship events will occur monthly in the fall and after the 
MIME season 

3. One Family Service Project (TBD) 
4. Participation in MIME 
5. Writing of a faith statement 

 
Each of these components is a key part of the program. We expect you will attend each 
one. In the event you cannot attend one of the retreats, please contact Kay or Elisabeth 
for alternate activities.  
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Calendar of Events for Confirmation III 
 
September  
20th  Enrollment Meeting, 12pm-1:30pm (includes lunch)  

& 40 Days of Love Small Group sign-up 
27th   40 Days of Love Small Group Kickoff 
 
October 
10th   Outing to “Jesus Justice Jazz” Tour at Carthage College, meet 5pm 
28-29th  Prayer & Mission Retreat 
 
*40 Days of Love small groups meet at designated times each week through Nov. 15 
 
November 
* Kringle fundraiser this month 
1st    “Rake and Run” annual servant event, 5:30pm (dinner at church following) 
15th   “40 Days” Agape Fest following 10:45 service (church-wide) 
22nd  True Blue participates in Puppets Christmas Parade, 4pm 
 
December 
5th  Kringle order pickup at church, 8am-12pm 
5th  True Blue progressive lunch & reverse scavenger hunt, 12pm 
6th  MIME Meeting, 12pm 
12th-13th  MIME tryouts, TBD 
 
January 
8th-9th    Jesus Retreat 
10th    MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
17th  MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
17th   Other Denominations Class (students and parents), 2pm 
24th  MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
31st  MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
 
February 
1st   MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
7th   MIME Rehearsal, 12pm 
7th   Other Denominations Class (students and parents), 2pm 
17th  MIME Performances begin (run through Good Friday, April 2nd)  
*Mime performances are generally Wednesdays and Sundays in Lent, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday and concluding on Good Friday. A schedule will follow in December 2009. 
 
March-April  
See MIME Schedule 
 
May 
2nd  True Blue fellowship event, 6pm 
7th-8th   Faith Retreat  
21st  Faith/Memory Walk 
23rd  Confirmation Service, 2pm 
 
June  
6th  True Blue end-of-year bonfire, 6pm 
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Confirmation III Program Descriptions 
 
True Blue ~ Youth Group: See Calendar 
True Blue is open to all high school students, and meets in the fall and a few times after 
the Mime season for fellowship and servant events. Confirmation III students are 
required to attend (though many of the youth come simply because they enjoy it!). Our 
purpose is to grow a community of friends growing in faith together.  
 
Prayer & Mission Retreat: October 28th @ 7pm – 29th @ 5pm 
The purpose of this retreat is to experience God through service, grounded in growing 
our understanding and practice of prayer. We will meet at church to begin our retreat 
and spend the 29th in service in the Waukesha/Milwaukee area. Trip details are being 
worked on and an informational handout will be distributed as soon as possible. There 
may be a small cost for transportation and food. All senior high students are invited; 
adult leaders are needed to come along, too! 
 
Jesus Retreat: January 8 @ 7pm – January 9 @ 11am 
This retreat takes place at church and kicks off the MIME season. Together we will 
explore the life and culture of Jesus and how it relates to our lives so we can portray it 
through Mime. Meet at 7pm at church and bring a pillow and sleeping bag. 
 
Other Faiths Retreat: January 17 @ 2pm & February 7 @ 2pm 
This is a retreat experienced with your family in three parts. Part one is held at 
Ascension to discuss other denominations and families are assigned other 
denomination worship services to visit. Part two takes place when students and their 
families worship at their assigned church; part three is on at Ascension for students and 
families to gather and share experiences.  
 
Faith Retreat: May 7 @ 6pm — May 8 @ 11am 
This overnight retreat helps Confirmation III students begin the process of writing their 
faith statements. Students will also have an opportunity to sign up for a one-on-one 
interview time with a pastor. Each student will have their faith statement read on 
Confirmation day. Parents are asked to encourage and assist students as needed in 
developing their statement. 
 
Participation in the Mime Program: January – April  
All Confirmation III students are asked to participate in the Mime program. This outreach 
ministry presents a 30 minute passion story, done in Mime, and set to music. Students 
often say this is the highlight of the year! There are opportunities to participate in the 
mime as well as behind the scenes. A schedule will be given out at the Parent/Student 
MIME Meeting on December 6.   
 
Memory Walk: May 21 @ 7pm 
Students and families gather at Ascension to walk through the church and remember 
the milestones of their Christian education. The event is for the whole family and 
concludes with the rehearsal for the confirmation service. 
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Confirmation Service: May 23 @ 2pm 
The confirmation service is the culmination of three years of participation, service, and 
faith formation. All are welcome to be a part of this milestone in the lives of our 
Confirmation III students.  
Please note that a $45 fee will be collected prior to the service for robe rental, flowers, 
and a confirmation class photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Participation 
The active and positive support of parents at home is a must for significant growth to 
take place during your son’s/daughter’s years in Confirmation. We expect and 
encourage you to support and become actively involved in your teen’s experiences. 
During the enrollment meeting we will ask you to sign up to help organize, chaperone, 
or assist in one of our program and service areas. 
 
 
 
Scholarships  
We do not wish anyone to be unable to attend any events due to financial constraints. 
We have a fund that offers private scholarship money to students for church events and 
is strictly confidential. Contact Elisabeth. 
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Worship Assistance Opportunities 
 

Greeter - The confirmand and their family can sign up to be greeters at various times of 
the year. As greeters, you are responsible for arriving at church 15 minutes before the 
service to welcome all to Ascension.  
 
Usher/Light candles - The confirmand can sign up individually or as a family to carry 
out the responsibilities of handing out bulletins, gathering offerings, ushering people to 
communion and any other duties necessary. Please arrive 15 minutes before service to 
receive instructions from the lay service leader.  
 
Communion Assistant - You can sign up to be a communion assistant where you will 
help serve the bread and share the words, “The body of Christ given for you” with fellow 
congregational participants.  
 
Reader - For confirmands who feel comfortable reading in front of people, you can sign 
up to read lessons on certain Sundays during the year. A person interested in being a 
reader must be able to read well and speak clearly. 
 
Puppeteer - Like to act without being seen? Then we need you to help make our 
Ascension puppets come alive and proclaim the message of the day to both young and 
old alike. Must be available for practice times throughout the year.  
 
Nursery Assistant - Ascension’s nursery is available at both Sunday services (9am & 
10:45am) and on Monday night Worship Café (7pm). Responsibilities would include 
arriving 15 minutes before the service to greet children and their parents and receive 
instructions on the care of the child(ren).  
 
Special Music - If you have musical talent either as a musician or vocalist, you may 
provide a solo or other music at a worship service throughout the year. We will 
occasionally schedule you into our worship service to provide special music.  

 
* Assistance at the 10:45am Celebration service is on a first come basis where you can 
volunteer for any particular date and task of your choosing. Sign ups are available during 
the service or in the Narthex when services are not in progress.  
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ASCENSION CONFIRMATION COVENANT 
 
 
AS YOUR PASTORS AND DIRECTORS OF CONFIRMATION WE WILL: 
• love and encourage you, care for you, and support you and your families; 
• meet with you and your family prior to the beginning of Confirmation; 
• provide enriching instruction in the Confirmation program for your spiritual growth; 
• be available to you for counseling, special needs and guidance; 
• lead you and your families in regular worship every Sunday; 
• conduct the Rite of Confirmation for you when you have satisfactorily completed the 

Confirmation program at Ascension. 
 
 
Pastor       Date      

 
                                                                             
AS A CONFIRMATION STUDENT, I WILL: 
 
• seek to grow in relationship to God and my church 
• participate regularly in Home Huddles with my family 
• be responsible for being on time and keeping up with the calendar 
• worship weekly at one of Ascension’s scheduled worship services 
• attend True Blue events and servant projects and all Confirmation III retreats. 
 
 
Student______________________________________Date________________________ 
 
 
 
AS A FAMILY, WE WILL: 
• seek to grow in relationship with God and our church 
• participate regularly in Home Huddles with our family 
• pray regularly for our confirmation student 
• worship weekly at one of Ascension’s scheduled worship services 
• assist in the responsibility of our confirmand being on time and keeping up with the 

calendar 
• serve as a parent volunteer to organize, chaperone, or assist in at least one of the 

Confirmation III programs. 
• help our confirmand to plan and carry out a service project for/with their small group 
  
 
Parent(s)_______________________________________Date__________________________   
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ASCENSION CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
 
 

CONFIRMAND NAME                                
 
Birthdate / /                     Grade_______             
 
 
PARENT(S) NAME(S) __________________________________________________________                          
 
PRIMARY ADDRESS:            
 
                                   
 
HOME PHONE   (    )   PARENT CELL PHONE    (       )    
 
PARENT EMAIL            
 
STUDENT EMAIL             
 
I WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH WORSHIP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:  

___Greeter  ___Communion Assistant ___Light Candles 
___Usher  ___Nursery Assistant  ___Reader 
___Special Music ___Puppeteer 

 
MY SON/DAUGHTER      ___HAS       ___HAS NOT BEEN BAPTIZED 
 
MY SON/DAUGHTER      ___HAS       ___HAS NOT RECEIVED FIRST COMMUNION 
 
 
In the space below, please provide any information about your child(ren) that might be helpful 
for Confirmation/PAL leaders to know:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION I & II REGISTRATION FEES (includes material costs) 
Single Registration $35.00 
Family Registration (two or more) $50.00 
 
 
CONFIRMATION III REGISTRATION FEES 
FALL: Single Registration $35.00 
FALL: Family Registration (two or more) $50.00 
SPRING: Confirmation Service Rental Fees (robe, flowers, photograph) $45  


